
how to find the 
correct ribbon/grade 

for your application/printer 

step by step ... 
Find the correct ribbon size and type for your thermal transfer printer and then 
find the correct ribbon grade for your application. There are 1 OO's of different 
thermal transfer printer models and 1 OO's of different applications requiring 
different combinations of substrates and ribbon grades. Some printers need 
ribbons to be wound with the ink coating on the inside and some need the ink 
coating on the outside. Some printers need ribbons wound onto cardboard 
cores with notches or centre wound onto wider cores. 

To help you simplify finding the correct ribbon we 
recommend that you follow these simple steps to ensure 
that you do not end up with a ribbon that does not fit your 
printer or a ribbon that is not suitable for your application. 
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6 Select the best ribbon size 
The final step is to select the best ribbon size to offer. You should already 
know what the size of the label is or the size of the printed image if printing 
directly onto packaging films. This will help you identify which size of ribbon to 
recommend. It is important to remember that the ribbon should always cover 
the width of the label being printed and the backing liner. 


